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HOUSE BI LL 2814

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Quall, Haigh, Mrris, Sullivan, Pearson, M/ osci a,
Eri cksen, Takko, Bailey, Blake, Smth, MCoy, and Hal er

Read first time 01/16/08. Referred to Coonmittee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to criteria for siting a future institution of
hi gher education; creating new sections; and providing an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes the statew de
need for increased capacity and the already existing array of
educati onal opportunities for students in King and south Snohom sh
counties and further finds that the needs of students in north
Snohom sh, Island, and Skagit counties should wequally receive
consi derati on. To this end, potential sites at Snokey Point in
Marysville and Pacific Station in Everett should each receive careful
consideration using all of the siting studies conducted in the area.

The |l egislature finds that, when considering the |location of future
institutions of higher education in the north Puget Sound region,
responding to the future needs of students should be the paranount
consi derati on. Locations that can adequately accommobdate the future
educati onal and recreational needs of five thousand students or nore,
w thout further real estate acquisition, nmust be given priority.
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The legislature further finds that state investnents in higher
education should focus on increasing the educational opportunities of

students, not wurban renewal, enhancing wurban infrastructure, or
i ncreasi ng parking capacity. Facilities must be |ocated so that they
do not interfere wth present or future nmgajor transportation

interfaces. The legislature finds that environnental, transportation,
and | ocal econom c inpacts nust be carefully considered with input from
the state departnent of ecology and the departnent of transportation.

The legislature intends to prioritize the criteria used to sel ect
sites for an institution of higher education in the north Puget Sound
regi on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Wen considering the location of an
institution of higher education in the north Puget Sound region, the
| egi sl ature shall give prinmary consideration to whether the potentia
site is centrally located in the Snohom sh, |Island, and Skagit county
area, space for adequate parking and transit facilities, and
additionally to the availability of:

(a) Properly zoned |land with sufficient acreage to acconmobdate the
educational and recreational needs of a future five thousand student
institution;

(b) Existing infrastructure including water, sewer, regional storm
water facilities, and transportati on access;

(c) Land that does not pose significant environnmental issues;

(d) Interimfacilities to accormmodate to facilitate startup;

(e) Cdose-by opportunities for internship prograns in prograns
enphasi zed by the institution; and

(f) Significant support fromarea communities and interest groups.

(2) This section expires July 1, 2009.

~-- END ---
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